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H4551.1

SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 2307

St ate of WAshi ngt on 58th Legislature 2004 Regul ar Sessi on

By House Conmittee on Agriculture & Natural Resources (originally
sponsored by Representatives Schoesler, Linville, Sunp, Cox, Delvin,
Arnmstrong and Hi nkl e)

READ FI RST TI ME 01/ 29/ 04.

AN ACT Relating to eligibility to serve as a conm ssioner of a
wat er conservancy board; anending RCW 90.80.050; and creating a new
section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The purpose of this act is to ensure that
counties have a sufficient portion of their citizenry eligible to serve
as comm ssioners of water conservancy boards to enable the appointing
| egislative authorities to fill positions on the boards in both urban
and rural counties.

Sec. 2. RCW90.80.050 and 2001 ¢ 237 s 10 are each anmended to read
as follows:

(1) A water conservancy board constitutes a public body corporate
and politic and a separate unit of |ocal governnment in the state. Each
board shall consist of three comm ssioners appointed by the county
| egislative authority or authorities as applicable for six-year terns.
The county legislative authority or authorities shall stagger the
initial appointnent of comm ssioners so that the first comm ssioners
who are appointed shall serve terns of two, four, and six years,
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respectively, from the date of their appointnent. The county
| egislative authority or authorities my appoint two additional
comm ssioners, for a total of five. If the county or counties elect to
appoint five commssioners, the initial terns of the additional
comm ssioners shall be for three and five-year terns respectively. Al
vacancies shall be filled for the unexpired term

(2) The county legislative authority or authorities shall consider,
but are not limted in appointing, nomnations to the board by people
or entities petitioning or requesting the creation of the board. The
county legislative authority or authorities shall ensure that at |east
one comm ssioner is an individual water right holder who diverts or
wthdraws water for use within the area served by the board. The
county legislative authority or authorities nust appoint one person who
is not a water right holder, except as provided in subsection (4) of
this section. If the county legislative authority or authorities
choose not to appoint five comm ssioners, and as of May 10, 2001, there
IS no conmssioner on an existing board who is not a water right
hol der, the county or counties are not required to appoint a new
comm ssioner until the first vacancy occurs. |In making appointnents to
the board, the county legislative authority or authorities shall choose
from anong persons who are residents of the county or counties or a
county that is contiguous to the county that the water conservancy
board is to serve.

(3) No comm ssioner nmay participate in a record of decision of a
board until he or she has successfully conpl eted the necessary training
requi red under RCW 90. 80. 040. Comm ssioners shall serve wthout
conpensation, but are entitled to reinbursenent for necessary trave
expenses in accordance with RCW 43.03.050 and 43.03.060 and costs
incident to receiving training.

(4) For the purposes determining a person's eligibility to be
appointed as a comm ssioner who is not a water right holder under this
section, a person is not considered to be a water right holder: (a) By
virtue of the person's receiving water froma nunicipal water supplier
as defined in RCW90.03.015, or (b) if the only water right held by the
person is a right to the type of residential use of water that is
exenpted from permt requirenents by RCW 90.44.050 and that right is
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for water froma wel

located in a county with a popul ation that i s not

greater than one hundred fifty thousand peopl e.

~-- END ---
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